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Guest Editorial 1
A novel twist to uterine torsion and abomasal displacement in dairy cows 2 Every bovine practitioner is acutely aware of the increased risk of the occurrence of 3 'transition cow disease' in dairy cows during their transition from late pregnancy to early 4 lactation. Changes in management during this time can result in a multitude of problems 5 including those associated with metabolic and energy imbalances, as well as infection of the 6 uterus and mammary gland (Mulligan et al., 2006; LeBlanc, 2008) . The periparturient period 7 can thus be quite a precarious phase in terms of the health of these 'high performance 8 athletes' that are constantly balancing on a tightrope between health and disease. topography within the bovine abdomen occurring from the last trimester of pregnancy through to the first months of lactation leaves these animals more predisposed to both uterine 48 torsions (before) and abomasal displacement (after) parturition (Wittek et al., 2007) . There is 49 also evidence that the genetic background of an animal is an important risk factor for both 50 abomasal displacement (Zwald et al., 2004) and uterine torsion (Frazer et al., 1996) . The
51
Brown Swiss and Holstein-Friesian breeds have the greatest and lowest predispositions to 52 developing uterine torsion, respectively (Frazer et al., 1996) . Increasing calf size also 53 amplifies the risk of uterine torsion and this parameter is directly related to the genetic 54 composition of both sire and dam (Hansen et al., 2004) . 
